Griffin Trees Added To Georgia Historic & Landmark Register

The Trees of Stonewall Confederate Cemetery in Griffin were added to the Georgia Urban Forrest
Council Landmark and Historic Tree Register. The announcement was made at the 2003 Annual
Conference Awards Luncheon in Columbus. This addition brings the Georgia Register total to 20 in
the state. They are listed on a webpage, www.gufc.org.

The nomination includes 39 trees, located inside the iron fence of Stonewall Cemetery. Twenty-five
are red cedars averaging 17 to 18 inches dbh. In addition, there are 10 oaks, 3 magnolias and 1 hickory.
The exact planting date is unknown, but is estimated the trees were planted shortly after the cemetery
was established in 1867. The cemetery is the resting place of 504 soldiers who perished during the
Civil War.

The marker at the cemetery reads:

“Stonewall Cemetery is located on part of a plot given as a burial site by Gen. Lewis Lawrence Griffin
when he founded Griffin in 1840. Several hundred Confederate and one union soldier, casualties of the
Battles of Atlanta and Jonesboro, from the hospital at the Old Synodical College and Battlefields, are
buried here. The principal monument, the first to Confederate dead, was erected by the Ladies
Memorial Association of Griffin in 1869.

You can keep a great effort growing by joining with Plant The Future, today. Plant The Future, Inc. is
a non-profit organization of citizens who want trees in Griffin’s future. Through private contribution,
Plant The Future plans to provide trees for primary streets in our community - from the city center to
the city limits. If you would like more information on how you can help keep Griffin green, contact
Jerry Walker at 770-227-0411 or Wade Hutchison at 770-467-4225.
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